
MEETING MINUTES 
BERKLEY DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019, 8:30 AM 
Berkley Public Library Conference Room 
 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 8:33 AM with Chair Andy Gilbert presiding. 

II. ROLL CALL: 
Present: Andrew Agbay 

Matthew Baumgarten 
Donna Dirkse 
Petro Drakopoulos 
Jennifer Finney 
Lawrence Gallagher 
Andy Gilbert 
Mitchell Moses 
Razur Rahman 

 
Absent: Maggie Gable – excused 

Eli Hurwitz – excused 
Matteo Passalacqua – excused 
Bryan Schnicker – excused 
Wayne Wudyka – excused 

 
Also present: Vivian Carmody, Berkley DDA Director 

Scott Francis, Berkley Board of Education (new Board member prospect) 
Chris Gross, Berkley Common (new Board member prospect)  
Kefentse Mandisa, Chamber of Commerce Liaison 

 
III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: On motion by Gallagher and second by Moses, the agenda was 

unanimously approved by the Board. 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. Regular meeting of May 8, 2019: On motion by Agbay and second by Gallagher, the minutes 
were unanimously approved by the Board. 

V. TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Moses reported that one month before the end of the fiscal year, the fund balance was still 
@$150,000 more than projected in the original budget, but @$75,000 for the road diet work had not 
been paid out as they hadn’t yet received the invoice. 
 
Gallagher moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Baumgarten seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
VI. DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS: 

A. New Board Member prospect applications 
Carmody lauded Gallagher’s time and dedication at his last meeting serving on the Board (20+ 
years); he would be continuing on the Organization Committee. 
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1. Scott Francis, Berkley Public Schools replacing Larry Gallagher 
Francis is Director of Curriculum and Technology for the Berkley School District and is also a 
district resident. He continues the district’s long representation on the DDA Board. 
 
2. Chris Gross, 12 Mile business owner (Berkley Common) replacing Alanda Knox 
Gross is a self-employed CPA and part owner of the Berkley Common restaurant in the DDA 
district. 
 
3. Amanda Ramirez, at large and Design Committee member replacing Bryan Schnicker 
Ramirez has been a member of the Marketing and Promotions Committee and was a Berkley 
representative at the 2018 Main Street conference. She’s employed at Ford Motors as an 
Engineering Planning Analyst. 
 
Drakopoulos moved to approve the three prospective candidates for seats on the Board, Agbay 
seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved by the Board. Baumgarten noted that 
Council was scheduled to review the appointments and approve them at their July 1 meeting. 
 

B. Rowe Professional Services as needed Traffic Engineering Services Proposal 
Carmody reported that Cheryl Gregory, who had been providing these services to the DDA with her 
former employer, had moved on to Rowe Engineering and that this was merely an extension of the 
prior contract with her. The proposal calls for as-needed services not to exceed $3,750.00 per year. 
 
Agbay moved to approve the contract with Rowe/Gregory and Gallagher seconded. The motion was 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
C. G.M. Elliot, P.C. as needed DDA Attorney Services Proposal 
Carmody reported that Elliot, as well as being an attorney, is also an urban planner and very familiar 
with laws governing DDAs. Both Main Street Oakland County and the Michigan Downtown 
Association recommended as best practice to have as-needed attorney services. He has worked 
with Clawson and comes highly recommended. He submitted a proposal to charge $75.00 per hour 
for his attorney services. Elliot’s fee would be capped at $2,000.00 per year. Carmody noted that 
adding Elliot to the team to work alongside Staran when necessary was similar to the way Gregory 
works with the City’s engineer, HRC. 
 
Moses moved to approve Elliot’s proposal for as needed attorney services, and Agbay seconded. 
Baumgarten expressed concern about a possible conflict arising if, on behalf of the DDA, Elliot 
rendered an opinion that the city, through its attorney, Staran, disagreed with. Other Board members 
were comfortable with the arrangement and the reasonable fee. 
 
Agbay, Dirkse, Drakopoulos, Finney, Gallagher, Gilbert, Moses, and Rahman voted in favor of the 
motion; Baumgarten voted against. The motion was approved. 
 
D. Executive Director Annual Review Process 
Carmody reported that to conform to best practices recommended by MSOC, she had submitted 
suggestions for a more robust Executive Director annual review, including a 3-4 months process. 
The Organization Committee would put together an Evaluation Committee in June; at the July Board 
meeting, those committee members would be recommended to the full Board for their input; the 
Evaluation Committee would develop the evaluation document in July and August; the evaluation 
would be completed in August and September; and the results would be presented to the Board at 
the September meeting. Baumgarten asked if the Evaluation Committee would meet with Board 
members one-on-one, which he would recommend, and Carmody said that could be added to the 
process. Moses recommended that the full Board be involved, with discussion in closed session. 
Baumgarten added that a district wide survey of businesses would also be useful. Both the School 
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Board and Council do such reviews and copies of the templates they use will be helpful in 
formulating the DDA’s review guidelines. 
 
E. David Zinn, BSAF Mural Application 
The Berkley Street Art Fest (Chamber of Commerce) submitted an application to have David Zinn 
create two permanent murals at the Berkley Library and Balanced Health & Wellness. Zinn has 
taken part in the Chamber’s Art Fest for two years doing sidewalk chalk art presentations for visitors. 
 
Baumgarten moved to approve the application, Agbay seconded, and the motion was unanimously 
approved by the Board. 
 
F. Final FY 2019/20 DDA Budget 
Carmody reported that the only change to the budget the Board approved in April is the additional 
TIF revenue that they didn’t know about then. 
 
Moses moved to approve the 2019/20 budget as presented, Gallagher seconded, and the motion 
was unanimously approved by the Board. 
 
G. Board Member Sign-up for future City Council Meetings 

1. Carmody listed the City Council meeting dates through the end of the year and asked each 
Board member to pick a date they expect to be able to attend. The dates and members 
volunteering to attend are: 6/17; 7/1 – Agbay, Gilbert, Francis, and Gross; 8/12 – Finney; 9/16 – 
Dirkse; 10/7 – Gross; 10/21 – Moses and Francis; 11/18 – Moses; 12/2; 12/16 – Drakopoulos. 
Some Board members needed to check their schedules before committing. 

 
VII. Student Board Member Updates – Absent – No report 

 
VIII. Standing Committee Updates 

A. Business Development Committee: Mitchell Moses 
Moses was unable to attend the meeting. Carmody reported meeting with representative from Issues 
Media Group to fine tune their business-to-business outreach for possible investors, developers, or 
entrepreneurs interested in Berkley. MSOC is partnering with the DDA on cost. 
 
B. Design Committee: Matteo Passalacqua 
Carmody reported the committee is tweaking the façade grant criteria to include a matching grant of 
up to $5,000.00 for esthetic parking lot improvements (beautification and enhancements). MSOC’s 
Ron Campbell provides free design services. 
 
C. Marketing and Promotions: Jennifer Finney 
Finney reported the committee is working on their action plan for Ladies Night Out, rebranding 
the next one as Couples Night Out and recruiting more restaurants. The committee would like to 
collaborate more with the Chamber enlisting volunteers on Facebook for all city events. They also 
briefly discussed the next Art and About. 
 
D. Organization Committee: Larry Gallagher 
Gallagher reported the committee discussed the DDA budget, conducted interviews of prospective 
Board members, updated some of the by-laws, which are being reviewed by the DDA attorney, and 
worked on the 501c3 application and tweaking the video. 
 

IX. Staff & Community Updates: 
A. Executive Director 

1. Draft Master Plan Update and Strategic Plan Meeting – July 13 
Carmody reported that Lakota would have a 2-hour strategic planning session, Saturday, July 
13, 8:00-10:00 AM, inviting City Council to join them for the first hour to review the draft Master 
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Plan. The meeting will be held in the Public Safety Conference Room. The second hour the 
Board will review the recommendations from National Main Street and incorporate that with the 
draft Master Plan to update the Strategic Plan. In the afternoon a public input session at the Art 
Fest on Coolidge will utilize an interactive “paint-by-numbers” format for visitors. Lakota will also 
have a tent displaying more boards showing the plan. 

 
B. City Council – Steve Baker – Absent 
In Baker’s absence, Baumgarten reported that the DDA was honored for their Main Street Oakland 
County certification at the last meeting. Twenty-fifth anniversary Dream Cruise preparations are 
ongoing, including T-shirts and other kinds of promotional items. Parks & Recreation will be installing 
a small merry-go-round type ride at Jaycee Park. 

 
C. Planning Commission – Matt Trotto: Absent – no report. 
 
D. Chamber of Commerce – Kefense Mandisa 
Mandisa reported that Art Bash weekend was very successful with good crowds and great weather. 
The next big event is the Art Fest on Coolidge July 13 with 17 artists signed up. The Chamber is 
looking for more volunteers. The Pub Crawl is scheduled for August 24. Explore Berkley gift 
certificates are being offered. A grand opening will be held at Folio on Coolidge June 18 and another 
at Annabelle’s June 20. 
 

X. Board of Directors Comments: 
Moses said that in his experience the Coolidge road diet is working beautifully. Drakopoulos and 
Gilbert commented on the ease of access for emergency vehicles with the dedicated left-turn lane. 
 

XI. Public Comments: None 
 

XII. Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 AM on motion by Agbay and second by Drakopoulos. 


